
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communicator 

Submitted by Steve G., Service Elder 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND -
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

The Lord has once again blessed our 
investments, so we will be able to 
offer scholarships again this year.  
Any St. James member who will be 
attending a Christian school at a 
grade level from kindergarten 
through seminary that does not 
teach in conflict with the faith 
position of St. James is eligible.  
Applications may be picked up from 
the church office.  For students who 
will be attending a non-WELS 
school, the additional Statement of 
Doctrinal Position must be 
completed by the school and 
returned by the April 1 application 
deadline. 
 
The Scholarship Fund was started in 

July 2006 with $10,000 from the 
school account.  Since then, the 
principle has grown through gifts 
and donations to over $24,800.  In 
that time, we have been able to 
award $14,930 to students who have 
demonstrated an active and living 
faith through the essays they 
submitted and their involvement in 
the life of the congregation. 
 
Please consider making a gift to this 
fund so that we can help even more 
young members of St. James 
continue their Christian education. 
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Buildings/Grounds 
Update 

Submitted by Richard G. 

The Fire Protection Group 
completed the annual 
inspection on our fire and 
smoke alarm detection 
system.  We passed. 
 
Tom B. is retiring from his 
janitorial position at the 
end of April.  We are 
looking for a replacement 
for Tom at the present 
time.  Hours are flexible. 

The church carpeting, 
lower level, has been 
cleaned along with the 
pew cushions. 
 
There were still some 
heating issues in the 
second-floor class room 
above the Gathering 
Place.  A relay was 
replaced because some of 
the wires had lost their 
protective coating and 
were tripping the circuits 

going to the motor.  New 
parts have been installed 
and the system should be 
safe. 
 
The gym is being rented 
in the upcoming months. 
(March 3 and April 28) 
We are looking for 
individuals who could 
open the facility, monitor 
the event and lock up 
again.  If you are 
interested in being a 
supervisor, please contact 
Richard G.  Your help 
would be greatly 
appreciated! 
 
 
 

Membership 
           Changes 

 
Births:  Ellanora S., daughter of Mical & Rebekah S. 
             Raelyn M., daughter of Jacob & Kelly M. 
 
Baptisms:  Ellanora S. 
 
Transfers Out: Peter & Rebecca K. 

Test Your Bible Intelligence 
Crucifixion of Jesus – Match the correct person with the fact. 

1. Judas (John 18:2)    a. carried the cross 
2. Peter (John 18:27)    b. stood at the cross 
3. Caiaphas (John 18:14)   c. betrayed Jesus 
4. Barabbas (John 18:40)   d. wanted to see Jesus do a miracle 
5. Pilate (John 19:6)    e. buried Jesus 
6. Soldiers (John19:23-24)   f. denied knowing Jesus 
7. Chief Priests (Matt 27:6-8)   g. cast lots for Jesus’ coat 
8. Simon (Mark 15:21)   h. released instead of Jesus 
9. Herod (Luke 23:8)    i. found no fault in Jesus 
10. Mary & Mary Magdalene (Matt 27:55-56 j. bought the potter’s field called “The field of blood” 
11. Joseph (Luke 23:51-52)   k. counseled the people to kill Jesus 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Summary Financial Information 
9/1/17-1/31/18 
     Actual      Budget 
      Y-T-D       Y-T-D  
Year to date 
   Total Revenue      $114,426.88           $105,885.40 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses   $106,697.31           $117,328.05 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)   $    7,729.57            ($11,442.65) 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Talia M. 
Marie W. 
Norma B. 
Neva K. 
Char S. 

Hunter S. 
Linda Z. 
Carol B. 

SeVera L. 
Linda R. 
Jackie B. 
Diane B. 
Jesse S. 
Joey S. 

Richard G. 
Tim S. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutheran Military  
    Support Group 
Shoulder to Shoulder in Service 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Many thanks to those of you who continue to assist 
the Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) with 
your time, talent and treasure.  
 
LMSG is pleased to report that in 2017, the third year 
of our existence, WELS and ELS members 
contributed $36,300 during our November Veterans 
Day “Ammo Can” campaign as compared to $22,000 
in 2016. THANK YOU to those who were willing 
and able to help. 
 
Total donations in 2017 were more than $60,000 and 
they were distributed to numerous causes (Grants 
Awarded). Our website, Facebook and administrative 
costs were covered by the remaining contributions. 
Board members are not paid. 
 
During 2018 LMSG is emphasizing and focusing 
attention on the needs of WELS/ELS veterans and 
their loved ones. For example, one program is 
providing eight stipends to Armed Forces members 
who are students at our WELS/ELS pastoral 
seminaries in Mequon and Mankato. We expect to 
expand stipends to other colleges, too. 
 
LMSG is evaluating “pilot” programs in Wisconsin 
and Colorado this year for veterans dealing with Post 
Traumatic Stress. If successful, they will be 
expanded. 
 
Grants to ensure the continuation of Armed Forces 
Network weekly broadcasts of Lutheran programs 
are planned. 
  
The LMSG website will be maintained and enlarged. 
Facebook and Linked-In features will be continued. 
 
We know that our WELS and ELS programs have 
unanticipated needs when it comes to serving our 
military members and their families. LMSG 
evaluates and assists in meeting those needs as 
resources allow. 
 
We continue to stand, shoulder to shoulder, donning 
the full armor of God and defending the faith. 
 

Erhard O. 

President, Lutheran Military Support Group 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Members of Thrivent, you can direct your 
“choice dollars” to St James. 
 

Submitted by Yvonne W. 

Thrivent is a fraternal company that must by federal law 
invest profits in charitable causes. One of the ways this is 
done is to give everyone who owns one of their products 
"choice dollars" which they can direct to a long list of 
approved organizations which include St. James, Time of 
Grace, WI Lutheran High School, WI Lutheran College, 
Kingdom Workers, Lutheran and non-Lutheran charitable 
organizations.  
 
All a member needs to do is call 800-847-4836 with your 
Thrivent ID (or name and account number), say "Thrivent 
Choice" at the prompt and a representative will assist them.  
 
The Choice Dollars can be directed online at 
www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice by signing into your 
account and following the commands on the screen.  
 
A check will be sent to the chosen organization. (St James 
has a direct deposit from Thrivent) These dollars are not an 
insignificant amount of money. St James receives about 
$1000 per year from this source. A member can call the 
church office after contacting Thrivent and direct Sue Groth 
to apply the funds to a specific project.  
 
A member must contact Thrivent and direct these dollars 
before March 29 this year since their office is closed March 
30, Good Friday, and Saturday March 31. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers to Bible Intelligence  
1-c, 2-f, 3-k, 4-h, 5-I, 6-g, 7-j, 8-a, 9-d, 10-b, 11-e 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 On March 14th the Wisconsin Lutheran High 

School Brass Choir will be here to add music to 
our Lenten Midweek services at 3:45 and 6:30 
p.m.  St James member, Jonas D., participates in 
this group.  

 

 On March 21, Branches Band will be here 
to provide music for our Lenten Midweek 
services at 3:45 and 6:30p.m.  
The members of Branches Band are all 
members of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). A tree is known by 
its leaves; but without the roots and main 
trunk, the leaves would neither bud nor 
thrive. The leaves identify the tree, but the 
tree gives life to the leaves. Jesus said, “I am 
the vine, you are the branches...” Branches 
Band, a Milwaukee- based music group, uses 
their love for music to identify the Savior of 
the world - Jesus! From ancient hymns to 
modern songs, from guitars and piano to 
vocal harmonies, the Truth of Godʼs love and 
grace is at the root of the Branches 
Band ministry. 
Branches Band travels all over the United 
States and Canada with their repertoire 
including hundreds of hymns and songs. 
Branches Band serves congregations by 
offering Christian concerts, assisting with 

worship, and developing music resources for 
today’s church leaders and worship teams. For 
more information, scheduling, albums and other 
resources, visit www.branchesband.com or find 
us on Facebook at facebook.com/branchesband. 

 

 The Ushering and Power Point Teams are still 
looking for anyone who would be interested in 
helping serve.  These are great and easy 
opportunities to be of service to our fellow 
members. Please see Lee M. or Phil C. if you are 
interested. 
 

 A new signup sheet will be posted soon 
scheduling folks for the Sunday Fellowship 
Treats. The last 3 months have seen a variety of 
delicious treats brought to the Gathering Place 
for everyone to sample. Thanks much to 
everyone who has participated. If anyone has any 
comments or suggestions for changes and/or 
improvements, please see Phil C. or Lee M. at 
any time. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, April 1 
Deadline for turning in the Scholarship Applications. Don’t be late! Applications 
available from the church office. 
 
Sunday, April 1 
Easter Breakfast. Serving 7:30-8:30 a.m. Sign-up to donate baked goods or fruit or 
to help clean up. Jubilate Ringers are providing the egg bake casseroles. Look for 
an insert in the March 14th bulletin. 
 

Summer of 2018 
Again, St James will have a Favorite Hymn sign-up opportunity. During June, July 
and August, your favorite hymns will be incorporated into each service.  The 
change this year is that you only can submit ONE HYMN. Start now in your 
search for that special song! Insert to appear in the April 8th bulletin. Be prepared! 
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